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Board Members 
 

President   Michael McCarthy 
Tryon, NC                     828-859-9963 
mccarthypine@hotmail.com 
 
Vice President Aviva Kahn 
Columbus, NC   828-894-6374 
aviva1015@aol.com 
 
Secretary  Karen Johnston 
Tryon, NC   828-859-0217 
kkjohns@charter.net 
 
Treasurer and Gallery 1   
  Jeanne Parker 
Tryon, NC    828-859-5629 
jostelle@windstream.net 
 
Workshops     Christine Mariotti 
Tryon, NC                     828-859-8392 
cmariotti@windstream.net 
 
Mahler Room/Member’s Shows 

Alice Bentivegna 
Columbus, NC   828-894-0390 
abentivegna1@windstream.net 
 
Membership Alice Bentivegna & 
Travelers Rest, SC Dick Neff 
salnpop@aol.com 864-546-5240 
  
Publicity  Karen Dow 
Tryon, NC    828-863-2214  
designxdow@yahoo.com 
 
Newsletter/Website  

Karen Paquette 
Black Mtn, NC  828-357-8129  
tps@tryonpaintersandsculptors.com 
 
Programs                     Mary Ellen Wuerfel 
Landrum, NC 864-457-4082 
menoww@windstream.net 
 
At Large Chairperson   Bob Neely 
tarzbob@hotmail.com 
 
At Large/Historian Susie Welsh 
Saluda, NC   828-749-3900 
sswelsh@tds.net 
 
At Large  Jeanette Comer 
Tryon, NC  828-894-5988 
comerj@windstream.net 
 
  
Hospitality OPEN 

NOTES FROM THE BOARD MEETING FEBRUARY 8, 2010 

Members Present, Mike McCarthy, Aviva Kahn, Jeanne Parker, Jeanette Comer, 

Dick Neff, Alice Bentivegna, Karen Paquette, Sophia Dow, Christine Mariotti, Susie 

Welsh.  Guests included Mary Ellen Wuerful and Rich Nelson 

MEMBERSHIP – Alice and Dick reported we have 74 members.  Sophia presented a 

beautiful postcard she designed to solicit new members and which will also be sent 

as a follow up.  Alice and Dick will solicit Business Sponsorships for the directory. 

PUBLICITY – Biographies are requested for the exhibiting artists. 

CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS – Christine Mariotti was welcomed enthusiastically as a 

new board member and chair of Workshops.  She has had much similar experience 

in Southern California but will need names and suggestions of local artists and 

programs.  Sophia volunteered to email a list of suggested workshops to Christine.  

Christine offered to teach a beginning drawing workshop.   

WEBSITE/NEWSLETTER – Karen P. reminded us she is open for suggestions for the 

website.  Karen reminded us that the new address is 

tps@tryonpaintersandsculptors.com.   

SCULPTURAMA 2009- Aviva reported we have received the $1,000 from the Grass 

Roots grant so that closes it out for 2009. 

OLD BUSINESS – Mary Ellen reported that she, Jimm Brink, and Marybeth Trunk met 

on Jan. 14 to discuss using the Mahler Room for the new Art, Wine and Cheese 

programs to be held the second Tuesday of each month from 4:00 to 6:00pm.  Mary 

Ellen graciously agreed to become a board member in charge of the Art Wine and 

Cheese programs.  The first AW&C will be on April 13
th

. 

BIENNIAL – Dick reported that Marybeth Truck recommends a start-up fund of $500 

to $1,000.  No grant monies will be available this year. A motion was approved for 

TPS to budget $500 for the Biennial to be reimbursed from the artists’ entries fees.  

Dick reported that Glenn Miller from Converse College has been asked to jury the 

show.  The Biennial will be held October 3 to November 6, 2010. 

PICASSO SHOW- Jeanette shared feedback from the Picasso show.  Several people 
recommended that the entries be categorized by Paint or Sculpture and by age 
groups. (Recognizing that this paragone exists) the board commented on the 
success and energy of the Picasso show. 
 
NEW BUSINESS – Rich Nelson reported that Emily Bartlett of the Polk Co. Schools has 
grant money that TPS may be interested in pursuing for use in afterschool and 
summer art classes for middle school children. 

The next meeting will be at noon on March 8. 
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Next in Gallery I      
April 11 - May 8  Black Mountain Group 
 ñSwannanoa Valley Moodsò. 
May 16 - June 19   Members Show 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                     NOW SHOWING IN GALLERY ONE:  2ÏÎÎÉÅ -ÏÓÓÅÌÌÅÒ Ȱ101 Dream Cars,  

                     Dream Boats, and Planesȱ        By Sophia Dow 

Dreams inspire us and can lead us toward an ever-enriching creative experience.  In the Tyron Painters and Sculptors new show 

ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÙÏÎ &ÉÎÅ !ÒÔÓ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÄÒÅÁÍÓ ÐÌÁÙ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÕÒÔÕÒÉÎÇ ÒÏÌÅ ÁÓ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 2ÏÎÎÉÅ -ÏÓÓÅÌÌÅÒȭÓ ÄÒÁ×Éngs 

and paintings of cars, boats and planes. 

Included in the collection are drawings from the 1950Óȟ άΦÓ ÁÎÄ έΦÓ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ×ÈÉÃÈ 2ÏÎÎÉÅȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÁÖÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ 
when he was 4 ½  to 5 years old. It was these early drawings that spurred a lifetime of drawing in graphite, pen and 
ink, and painting in acrylic. He recalls one of his earliest experiences of seeing his first movie and then going home 
and drawing car wrecks. This early moving-picture experience of seeing cars colliding leads him to create drawings 
of early-ÍÏÄÅÌ ÁÕÔÏÍÏÂÉÌÅÓ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÃÌÁÓÓÉÃ ÃÁÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ΧίΨΦÓ ÁÎÄ ΩΦÓȢ 4ÈÅÎ ÃÁÍÅ ÂÏÁÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÎÅÓȣ ÁÎÄ a couple 
of his dogs as well.  

2ÏÎÎÉÅȭÓ ÄÒÅÁÍÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÄÒÁ×ÉÎÇ ÌÅÄ ÈÉÍ ÔÏ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ !ÒÔ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ,ÅÁÇÕÅ ÉÎ .Å× 9ÏÒË #ÉÔÙȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÌÁÔÅÒ ÓÔÕÄÙÉÎÇ 

painting, drafting, and sculpture. While studying art and producing his many car illustrations was his passion, he earned his 

living designing and producing exquisite rugs for his family rug business started by his mother in 1925. Some of the Mosseller 

rugs now grace the interiors of important private collections as well those commissioned for the Smithsonian Institution, 

Washington D.C., the historic Williamsburg Inn, in Williamsburg, Virginiaȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁȭÓ ÇÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȭÓ ÍÁÎÓÉÏÎȢ (ÉÓ 

drawings and compositions have appeared in galleries in New York City as well as Austin, Texas, Asheville, North Carolina and 

4ÒÙÏÎȭÓ Ï×Î 5ÐÓÔÁÉÒÓ !ÒÔÓÐÁÃÅ 'ÁÌÌÅÒÙȢ !ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÓÅÍÉ-retired, Ronnie still works a few days a week producing rugs while 

enjoying his current profession creating full-color illustrations for advertisements. He also contributes his time and efforts to 

the Thermal Belt Rotary Club and the Thermal Belt Friendship Council, which he has been involved in since its inception. 

4ÈÉÓ ÓÈÏ× ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÍÉÓÓÅÄ ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ 4ÒÙÏÎȭÓ ÆÁÖÏÒÉÔÅ ÍÕÌÔÉ-talented citizens shares his dream life of creativity in 101 ways in 

'ÁÌÌÅÒÙ /ÎÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÙÏÎ &ÉÎÅ !ÒÔÓ #ÅÎÔÅÒȢ 2ÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ Á ÓÈÏ× ÏÆ -ÁÒÇÁÒÅÔ $ÁÖÉÓȭ ÐÁÉÎÔÉÎÇÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÁÈÌÅÒ "ÏÁrd 

Room Gallery next to Gallery One. Be there for the opening reception Sunday, February 21st from 5 to 7 p.m. or catch these 

fascinating exhibits any Monday through Friday, between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. in Gallery One at the Tryon Fine Arts Center, 34 

Melrose Ave. Tryon, North Carolina. This show runs through March 27th.  For further information call Tryon Painters and 

Sculptors at 828-859-8322 ext 212.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mahler Room Exhibit  
February 21 ɀMarch 27            Margaret Davis 
Davis started painting with her grandfather 
M.L.Brown, a highly successful artist both in New 
York and Paris.  After raising her family she returned 
to painting.  Her works of local scenes captures the 
beauty of our area. 
April 11- May 20  
Life drawing class- Mike McCarthy, Sophia Dow, 
Aviva Kahn, Dick Neff. 
 
Contact Alice B. if you want to exhibit in the Mahler 
Room in June. 828-894-0390 

 
 
  

 

     ART, WINE & CHEESE Program  
A committee has been approved by the board to 
have a program called ART, WINE AND 
CHEESE   The committee headed by Mary Ellen 
Wuerful,  is  excited to be offering it free of charge 
to our members and open to the community for a 
small fee of $7.    
  
Each month we will be getting an artist to come 
and give us a 45 minute talk about their art work 
or a demonstration after which there will be a 
social hour with the artist and wine and cheese   It 
will be from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m..on Tuesdays.  Watch 
for further announcements.  
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? Find the Word Contest  

The 1st  person to find the òmysteryó word in the 

newsletter and email the meaning (definition)  to 

tps@tryonpaintersandsculptors.com  or call Karen 
at 828-357-8129 with the correct answer will be 

awarded a special prize! (canvas tote bag with 

TPS logo) The mystery word will probably be 

related to art.  Limit one entry per member. You 

will be notified if you won. Februaryõs word was 

òpolymathó meaning òa person who is 
ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅÁÂÌÅ ÉÎ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÏÎÅ ÆÉÅÌÄȱ ÁÌÓÏ ÕÓÅÄ 
to describe a Renaissance artist like Leonardo 
DaVinci.  The winner was Denise Geiger of Black Mountain. 
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In Memorium  
 

Rachel Berlinger 

An art exhibit featuring the work of Rachel Berlinger, former president 
of TPS, is now showing.  Rachel passed away Oct. 2, 2009, but friends 
and family decided to go on with the show.  It's being held at the Alia 
Lawson Pre-College Music and Art Building at Converse College.  It will 
be up until March 26th.  Rachel proposed the title of her show to be 
called "Pictures at an Exhibition", which is also a suite in ten 
movements by Modest Mussorgsky.  Rachel appreciated the 
relationship between the composer and the visual artist and liked the 
idea of blending painting and music.  She alludes to this in writing her 
last artist statement:  "I seek the light; I seek mood; and I seek an 
atmosphere in which the viewer can look into my paintings and feel a 
connection with the subject I have portrayed." 
 

Condolences to the family of Jan Ashmore-Jackson,  
longtime member and sculptor in Bill Ryan's class, who recently 
passed. She received BFA from UNC-Greensboro and her MA from 
University of SC-Spartanburg. She also attended Penland School of 
Crafts and the Gvl. SC Museum School. She is represented by galleries 
in SC, NC, GA, NYC, NewZealand, Scotland and England. Her husband 
survives her along with her Yorkie DZL. There will be a private service 
later. 

 

 

Workshop Announcement 
 
Drawing 101: Back to Basics  
offered by Christine Mariotti  
Saturday, March 2o 
Please contact Christine for more 
information 828-859-8392 

cmariotti@windstream.net 
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Welcome New and Returning Members 
George/ Pamela Baston, Columbus 
Ralph/ Joyce Berger, Rutherfordton  
Nancy Clausen, Black Mountain  
Sonia Harrell, Tryon 
Ronald Maffett, Black Mountain 
Susan McRostie, Tryon 
Christa Talbot, Landrum  
Patricia Wellborn, Hendersonville 
And the new TFAC director, Beth Childs  
 

Thanks to all who joined, we currently 
have 74 members.  If we missed your 
name as a new member we will catch 
you next month. 

  

 

 

GREEN PIECE 

 

The "GREEN PIECE (dwindling the landfills) Show" 
will take place in Gallery 1 at the Tryon Fine Arts 
Center from 6/27 to 7/31/2010.  Gather all your 
recyclables, found objects - anything that you can use 
to make a 2-D or 3-D piece of art.  Further details will 
be forthcoming.  Prizes will be awarded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ART IN THE AIRPORT 
Congratulations to Aviva Kahn and Dale McIntyre who have sculpture pieces in the new Asheville Airport 
Show.  The premiere is Monday, March 8 at 3:00 PM and you are all invited to attend.  Refreshments will be 
served and parking will be validated. 
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Tryon Painters and Sculptors 

Tryon, NC 

TPS WEBSITE 
Special feature for Members Only 

Members Art Page 
Let us know your personal website address and we will 
post it on the Members Art page of the website with a 
link to your page.  Join in the fun of sharing your art 
online with other members, friends and possibly the 
world!  You can also send a picture of your artwork. 
www.tryonpaintersandsculptors.com 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Volunteer Opportunity 
We are looking for anyone who 
would like to help out at hospitality on opening nights. 
Please contact Alice Bentivegna 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALUDA ARTS FESTIVAL 

The date for the SALUDA ARTS FESTIVAL Call for 

Entries has been extended to March 15, 

2010.  This is the seventh year of the annual 

festival and is a juried art event offering cash 

awards to a diverse range of 2D and 3D arts.  For 

additional information and to download 

applications go to www.saluda.com or call Susie 

Welsh at 828-749-3900.  This  wonderful 

festival features and celebrates the great artists 

and and musicians we have in our area.  We 

hope you will join us on May 15, 2010! 

 

 

 

Contemporary art challenges us. It broadens our horizons. It asks us to think beyond the limits of 

conventional wisdom.  Eli Broad, Collector  
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